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openly in this hall' in the presence of the officials and ' divers
apprentices'l.
On the part of the apprentice, as his share of the cove-
nant, were demanded obedience, self-control and fidelity to
his master's service; he was expected to protect his master
from loss, not to steal his master's goods ' not by sixpence
in the year'2, and not to frequent inns or gaming-houses 3,
" He must not ", says Sir Thomas Smith, " lie forth of his
master's doors, he must not occupy any stock of his own,
nor marry without his master's licence 4, and he must do all
servile offices about the house and be obedient to all his
master's commandments, and shall suffer such correction
as his master shall think meet " 5. This control of the
apprentices was far from being an easy obligation, and the
management of unruly youths frequently taxed the re-
sources of the gild to the utmost. Riots were common,
especially among London apprentices; and in 1400 after
many had been killed in a disturbance the king wrote to
the parents and masters to check assemblies and gather-
ings 6. One of the ordinances of the London Clothworkers
denounced the ' great disorder' amongst apprentices in
frequenting taverns and plays and " such like places of evil
1   Marsh, Records of the Carpenters' Company, iii, 176 (1572).
* Records of Leicester, iii. 29. At York any apprentice, who did " un-
truely withdraw any manner of thing from his master, or from any other
man to the value of 8d.", was punished by the mayor and the gild
authorities; " and if he be found guilty at any other time thereafter of
untruth of less or of more, then he to forswear the said city and crafts for
evermore " : York Memorandum Book, ii. 141 (1471).
3  An indenture of 1396 forbids the apprentice to frequent inns (tabernam)
or gaming-places (talos, alea, etc.): Arch&ological Journal, xxix. 184.    Cf.
also Guildhall Journals, xxi. fo. 196 : precept against attendance at plays.
An ordinance of the York Mercers (1603) states that, if any apprentice
absented himself from his master's service for a month without licence, or
used dicing, carding and " other unlawful games, whereby he doth waste
and embezzle his master's goodsJl, he was to be dismissed and excluded
from the freedom of the fellowship :   The York Mercers and Merchant
Adventurers (ed. M. Sellers, 1918), 269.
4  This is illustrated by an indenture at Norwich in 1405 : if the appren-
tice married without his master's permission, his term was to be doubled :
Records of Norwich, ii. 28.   An early case (1299) of an apprentice marrying
within his term is given in Early Mayor's Court Rolls (ed. Thomas), 48.
For other examples of marriages, see Marsh, Records of the Carpenters3
Company, iii. 42, 44 ; iv. 190.
6 Sir Thomas Smith, De Republica Anglorum (1583 : ed. 1906), 137.
8 Chrcwicon Adae de Usk (ed. Sir E. Maunde Thompson, 1904), 45,